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Louis Vuitton, the world’s biggest 
luxury brand, has partnered with 
an Australian NGO to protect a 
vast tract of land in the Cape York 
peninsula. 

The groundbreaking biodiver-
sity project is a partnership with 
People for Wildlife, which was 
 established in 2020 to focus on the 
preservation of under threat envi-
ronments around the world. To 
date People for Wildlife has man-
aged environmental protection 
projects in the United States, Mex-
ico and Zimbabwe. The partner-
ship on the one-million-acre 
Apudthama reserve in Cape York - 
land spoken for by the Apudthama 
Land Trust, holders of the Aborigi-
nal Freehold title of the area – is 
the NGO’s first Australian project. 

The partnership is a multi-mil-
lion-dollar commitment from 
Louis Vuitton spread across a five-
year period. It’s also the first time 
the French luxury house has 

 undertaken a purely environmen-
tal project on this scale.

“In terms of the environment, 
it’s definitely a first for us,” said 
Christelle Capdupuy, the global 
head of sustainability at Louis 
Vuitton. 

“One year ago we  decided it 
was time for us to go  beyond the 
borders of our value chain and to 
embrace larger projects and to be 

more holistic and to have a posi-
tive impact beyond Louis Vuitton.”

The area in Cape York is rich in 
biodiversity and includes habitats 
from tropical forests and wood-
lands to freshwater ecosystems 
along more than 300km of coast-
line. It’s also an ecologically import-
ant one. The Apudthama reserve is 
home to one third of Australia’s 
mammals, half of our birds and a 

quarter of our reptile and amphib-
ian species. It’s an environment that 
is under significant threat. 

“We know that many species 
have been decimated in other 
parts of northern Australia,” said 
Daniel Natusch, founder of People 
for Wildlife. “And even in those 
areas that have been better studied 
than Cape York, we don’t fully 
understand why.” Louis Vuitton’s 

support will allow Natusch and his 
team to undertake critical scien-
tific research to better understand 
the threat to the natural habitat 
and species in Cape York. 

The partnership with Louis 
Vuitton is primarily about the pro-
tection of the natural environment 
in Cape York and is in line with the 
LVMH group’s objective of con-
serving and rehabilitating five mil-

lion hectares of land around the 
world by 2030. The Apudthama 
reserve project represents eight 
per cent of LVMH’s target. 

There is, however, an aspect to 
the partnership that is tangentially 
related to the sourcing of raw ma-
terials, namely crocodiles and, to a 
lesser extent, sandalwood which is 
used in the production of fragran-
ces. “We try to discourage close 

cycle [farming] systems that have 
no links to nature,” says Natusch.

 “The systems that have proved 
very powerful and resilient in many 
of the places we work in, such as 
Zimbabwe and Louisiana, is where 
there is a harvest of a small number 
of crocodile eggs which will die nat-
urally in the wild as a result of being 
eaten by ants or degradation from 
pigs or because of flooding. We 
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The Apudthama reserve in Cape York will benefit from a new partnership between Louis Vuitton and People for Wildlife, with, below, a focus on everything from estuaries to inlets and all creatures in between

The Cape fits as Louis Vuitton tries conservation out for style
know this from 50 years of science, 
particularly from the Northern Ter-
ritory, that you are able to harvest a 
large number of eggs, protect the 
nest and then those eggs go to farms 
where they are raised.” 

Another important aspect of the 
partnership is in helping with car-
bon sequestration. Wetlands, ac-
cording to Natusch, make up about 
6 per cent of the world’s land area 
but sequester 35 per cent of its car-
bon. The funding from Louis Vuit-
ton will enable People for Wildlife 
to do simple interventions includ-
ing reducing the number of invasive 
species such as wild pigs and ensur-
ing appropriate fire management.

“[By protecting this environ-
ment] Louis Vuitton is, therefore, 
sequestering massive amounts of 
carbon,” he said. According to 
Capdupuy, the five-year project 
aims to sequester a minimum of 
95 million tonnes of carbon. 

The List: Green Power Players 
2023 is in The Australian on Friday 
24 February.
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Former judge Walter Sofronoff 
KC will lead an inquiry into the 
conduct of ACT police over its 
investigation into the rape claim 
made by Brittany Higgins.

An ACT government source
confirmed the appointment of
Mr Sofronoff, a former president 
of the Queensland Court of
Appeal who oversaw the state 
government’s recent commis-
sion of inquiry into failings at the 
state’s DNA testing laboratory. 

The inquiry, called by the 
ACT government, will examine 
the conduct of the Australian
Federal Police and the Director
of Public Prosecutions sur-
rounding the rape allegation Ms
Higgins made against Bruce 
Lehrmann. It will have power to
hold public and private hearings, 
issue warrants, demand docu-
ments and compel witnesses.

The trial of Mr Lehrmann, 
whom Ms Higgins, a former Lib-
eral Party staffer, alleged raped 
her in then-minister Linda 
Reynolds’ parliamentary office, 
was aborted last October be-
cause of juror misconduct. One 
juror consulted material exter-
nal to evidence presented in
court and brought the material
into the jury room.

A retrial was scheduled to
begin this month but DPP Shane 
Drumgold decided against a re-
trial over concerns for Ms Hig-
gins’ health. Documents also
revealed police believed there 
was insufficient evidence to
prosecute Mr Lehrmann.

ACT police chief Neil Gaugh-
an and Mr Lehrmann have
accused Mr Drumgold of mis-
conduct. Documents obtained
under Freedom of Information 
laws revealed Mr Drumgold said
there was “a very clear cam-
paign” by police to pressure him 
not to prosecute Mr Lehrmann, 
which Mr Drumgold said
amounted to “inappropriate in-
terference”.

The allegations were referred
to the Australian Law Enforce-
ment Integrity Commission. 

After this bitter and public
row, the ACT government called
an inquiry. The government is
expected to announce the ap-
pointment of Mr Sofronoff on
Wednesday morning. 

Mr Sofronoff’s 520-page
DNA lab report found thou-
sands ofcriminalcases across the 
state had been compromised by
poor testing back to 2008.

From DNA 
to Higgins:
ex-judge
on inquiry
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Three mild concussions over the 
span of a lifetime is all it takes to
significantly impede brain func-
tion later in life and triple the risk
of dementia.

Joint research from the Uni-
versity of NSW  and two top Brit-
ish universities investigated the 
long-term impacts of concus-
sions, including traumatic brain 
injuries (TBIs), and revealed links 
to deterioration across cognitive 
ability.

Three or more mild concus-
sions were linked to significantly 
worse concentration and ability 
to complete complex tasks while 
four or more impacts were linked
to worse processing speed and 
working memory.

One moderate to severe con-
cussion was connected to impair-
ment of concentration, complex 
tasks and processing speeds.

The 15,764 participants – aged
between 50 and 90 and Britain-
based – were asked to recall the 
number and severity of TBI en-
counters in an online brain injury
screening questionnaire, with
one participant recording about 
30 TBI’s.

Study lead author Matthew 
Lennon said his interest stemmed 
from experiencing his own con-
cussion caused by an incident
playing contact sport before his 
HSC exams and the national
“critical issue” of TBI’s, with

about 40 per cent of Australians 
to have a concussion at some
point in their life.

Dr Lennon said his concussion
“doesn’t keep him up at night” as
he did not experience repetitive
head trauma, actively limits other 
risk factors such as high blood 
pressure and obesity and stopped 
playing contact sports shortly 
after the incident.

“We know dementia is an up-
coming epidemiological crisis
where we’re going to see a doub-
ling of the population with de-
mentiabetween 2020and 2050 in
Australia, so we need to take
whatever measures we can to
minimise that increase,” he said.

Those who playcontact sports, 
work in dangerous professions 
like constructionand mining, vet-
erans, the homeless and people in
areas of low socio-economic sta-
tus are among the high risk
groups for suffering a TBI.

“It doesn’t mean you’re going 
to have a more rapid decline in
cognition, but it does mean that
bit of cognition lost when you had 
that injury will stay with you, and 
the more injuries you have, the 
more little bits of cognition you 
will lose and not be able to fully 
recover,” Dr Lennon said.

Loss of brain functions like
focus and executive function can 
mean tasks like reading, working, 
planning a day and driving are 
rendered difficult. Dr Lennon
said cognitive rehabilitation
could help mitigate risks.

Three concussions ‘can
bring long-term issues’
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The new editor of The Age has 
been forced to deliver an apology 
on his first day in the job, follow-
ing a social media outcry over the 
newspaper’s publication of an
illustration that depicted two 
black female actors. 

Patrick Elligett, who started as
editor of the Victorian-based 
masthead this week, ran an “un -
reserved” apology online on
Monday and again in Tuesday’s 
newspaper, conceding that a car-
toon that ran in the print editions
of The Sunday Age on January 29
was “offensive”.

The illustration, drawn by Joe 
Benke and based on a photograph
of the two women, shows the ac-
tors performing on stage as
theatre critics look on. “The Age 
accepts that the cartoon, in its de-
piction of people of colour, was of-
fensive. The Age apologises
unreservedly and withdraws its 
publication,” read the apology.

The illustration is no longer
visible in the masthead’s online li-
brary of past print editions. It has 
also been deleted from the edition 
of the newspaper that appears on
the State Library of Victoria’s
website.

Elligett did not respond to
questions from The Australian
about which specificaspects of the 
cartoon were “offensive”, nor did 
he answer on whether  there were
any editorial discussions about 
perceived racist stereotypes be-
fore the cartoon was published, or
whether it was ultimately re-
moved because of the backlash on
social media.

The online outcry, led by com-
munity theatre group Stage a 
Change, was swift. In a post on its 
Facebook page on Sunday, Stage 
a Change, which was founded in
2017 with the aim of “increasing, 
amplifying and sustaining pro-
fessional opportunities for artists 
of colour”, described The Age’s 
caricature of the actors as “abhor-
rent” and “disgusting”.

A campaign against the car-
toon and accompanying opinion 
piece byThe Age’s artseditorEliz-
abeth Flux gathered momentum
on Twitter on Monday and the 
masthead published its apology 
on its Twitter page that night, and 
again in Tuesday’s print edition. 

Benke told The Australian he

“obviously never intended” to of-
fend the actors. He said he “didn’t 
excessively caricature” the two 
actors, and had drawn them from
a photograph of them performing
in the production of Seven meth-
ods of killing Kylie Jenner.

Benke said he was informed by
a senior editorial figure at The 

Age that his cartoon would be
withdrawn because “it had creat-
ed a bit of a storm”, and his depic-
tion of the women was “not
approved of by others” – that is, 
people outside the newsroom.

Benke said itwas “difficult to il-
lustrate persons of colour without 
getting into hot water”. 

“Next time I guess I’ll just have
to draw them as silhouettes or
something,” he said.

Award-winning Herald Sun 
cartoonist Mark Knight, who 
sparked global outrage in 2018
over his depiction of tennis star
Serena Williams’s infamous tan-
trum at the US Open, defended
Benke’s work and took aim at The 
Age for not backing him. “The
only offensive thing about this is
the fact that the newspaper with-
drew the cartoon. The Age has no
balls, they have gone to water on
this,” Knight said.

“Poor old Joe Benke, he’s been
hung out to dry for just doing his 
job. He’s drawn two people as he’s
seen them, and The Age has back-

tracked at the first whiff of out-
rage. The irony of it – the slogan at
the top of their newspaper says
‘Independent. Always’. They pre-
tend that’s their guiding principle 
but when it comes down to it, they
don’t actually follow it.”

While The Age (owned by
Nine Entertainment) withdrew
Benke’s illustration, it is standing
by the commentary piece by Flux, 
who outlined how the producers 
of Seven methods of killing Kylie 
Jenner refused to“accommodate” 
any reviewers who weren’t people
of colour. 

“The author of the article, arts
editor Elizabeth Flux, was not 
aware of the cartoon prior to its 
publication in the print edition 
and was not involved in its com-
missioning. We stand by the deci-
sion to publish Flux’s opinion and 
remain committed to publishing
commentary and reporting on is-
sues of race and identity within
the arts. The Age condemns the 
abuse directed at Flux on social
media,” Elligett said.

Age editor apologises for ‘offensive’ cartoon on people of colour
JAMES MADDEN

The contentious Sunday Age cartoon as it ran in print

Tennis great’s
medals stolen, 
two charged
Two people have been charged 
after medals and awards were
stolen from the home of former
tennis great and now Christian 
minister Margaret Court. 

Onthe evening of January 26, 
the two men allegedly broke into
Court’s home through the front 
doorand rummagedthrough the 
property in Perth. 

They allegedly stole “a num-
ber of items” suchasawards, jew-
ellery and medals from Court’s 
successful tennis career.

Police said a number of items 
had since been recovered in
nearby bushlands and gardens.

Perth detectives have since 
charged two men in relation to
the incident.

Court is considered one 
of the sport’s all-time greats, 
having won a record 24
major singles titles and 64 titles
in total. 

NCA NEWSWIRE

Ryan raised red flag
on low staffing levels
The teal MP accused of requiring 
her chief of staff to work “un-
reasonable” additional hours ex-
pressed public concern just three 
months ago that staffing levels for 
independent backbenchers were
“unsustainable” given someofher 
staff were working more than
70 hours a week.

Left-wing activist Sally Rugg’s
legal action against Monique 
Ryan in the Federal Court centres 
on allegations that the MP caused
the commonwealth to engage in
“hostile conduct” by attempting
to dismiss her after she refused to
work the additional “unreason-
able” hours.

In October, Dr Ryan spoke to
The Australian about her concern 
regarding staffing levels, as she 
and fellow teal MPs floated the 
idea of fundraising for extra staff 
after Anthony Albanese reduced 
crossbench MPs’ entitlements
from four personal staff members 
to just one, in addition to four
electorate staffers.

Dr Ryan said she would “cer-

tainly” be looking at fundraising 
for extra staff and “wasn’t sure” 
whether she would talk to Cli-
mate200, but left the dooropento
talking to donors whose “values 
aligned with my own”.

She raised concerns that cur-
rent staffing levels were “unsus-
tainable”, given some staff were
working more than 70 hours a 
week. “It’s not healthy. I think it’s
only a matter of time before we
have a poor outcome with one of
our staff members,” Dr Ryan said
at the time.

Details of Ms Rugg’s Federal 
Court application to pursue ac-
tion against Dr Ryan for an al-
leged breach of general 
protections under the Fair Work
Act havebeenmadepublic indoc-
uments released by the court on
Tuesday, following applications
from The Australian and other 
media organisations.

Ms Rugg’s originating appli-
cation against the common-
wealth and Dr Ryan, filed last
Wednesday, seeks a final injunc-
tion preventing the termination 

of Ms Rugg’s employment, argu-
ing that any such termination 
would contravene Section 340 of
the Fair Work Act.

Ms Rugg’s lawyers, who in-
clude Josh Bornstein, Angus 
Mackenzie and Emily Creak of
Maurice Blackburn, are seeking a 
declaration that the common-
wealth and Dr Ryan contravened 
the Fair Work Act in attempting
to dismiss Ms Rugg “because (Ms 
Rugg) has exercised a workplace 
right … to refuse to work ad-
ditional hours that were un-
reasonable”.

They also want it declared the 
commonwealth and Dr Ryan
contravened the act by taking
“adverse action” against Ms Rugg
“being to injure (Ms Rugg) in her 
employment by engaging in hos-
tile conduct in the workplace” be-
cause of Ms Rugg’s refusal to
work additional “unreasonable”
hours.

Ms Rugg further accuses the 
commonwealth and Dr Ryan of
having decided to dismiss her be-
cause she exercised the “work-
place right” of making “com-
plaints and inquiries in relation to
her employment”.

Ms Rugg is demanding com-

pensation and pecuniary penal-
ties, and acknowledgment that
the “unreasonable additional
hours” constitute a breach of na-
tional employment standards.

As a senior personal staff 
member for a backbencher, Ms
Rugg is entitled to up to $145,715
in base salary, plus 15.4 per cent
superannuation, up to $30,799 in
“personal allowance” to compen-
sate for extra hours worked, and 
travel allowance of $289/night for 
every night spent away from
home in the course of work.

Under the Members of Parlia-
ment (Staff) Act, federal political 
staffers are expected to work a 38-
hour week, generally between 
8am and 6pm, Monday to Friday.

“Employees may agree with
their employing parliamentarian 
for some of their ordinary hours 
to be worked outside the hours of
8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday,”
the MOP(S) Act states.

“Additional hours of work, 
overand above 38hours per week, 
are recognised through the pay-
ment of … parliamentary staff 
allowance or, where allowances
are not paid, time off in lieu.”
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